
Aug. 1, 2018 

POSITIVELY PASCO 
 
 Your Online Connection to Pasco Schools 

Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  

Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

Many of you spent part of your summer vacation re-

laxing at the beach or camping in the mountains, but 

Curie STEM Elementary 6th grade teacher Kim Van 

Eaton has all of us beat. She just spent a week at 

Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama. 

Van Eaton was one of more than 200 educators from 

35 countries who participated in Honeywell’s Educa-

tors in Space Academy last month. “I loved the whole 

experience,” Van Eaton says. “I left there feeling real-

ly inspired after meeting so many other great teachers 

and educators.” 

Van Eaton’s experience included some intensive 

classroom and laboratory sessions, and several simu-

lated astronaut training sessions. “They ran us through 

a simulated shuttle mission, and we all had specific 

roles to play,” Van Eaton adds. “Some of us were part 

of the shuttle crew while others played roles in Mis-

sion Control. It was pretty cool.” 

Several former astronauts also spoke with the group 

about their experiences in space. Van Eaton says she 

left the camp feeling inspired about her role in educat-

ing the next generation of engineers, mathematicians 

and astronauts. “The STEM skills that we’re teaching 

our kids will be so important because there are going 

to be so many jobs available with companies in the 

aerospace industry. Whether they’re putting another 

space station into orbit or building a rocket to deliver 

supplies to that space station, those companies will 

need engineers to do all that work.” 

This fall, Van Eaton will take on a new role as the 

District’s 21st Century Teacher on Special Assign-

ment. She says she plans to encourage many of her 

colleagues to apply to attend space camp in the future. 

“It really is a once in a lifetime opportunity.” 

Curie STEM Elementary Teacher Spends Week at Space Camp 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

Board Welcomes Three New Student Representatives 

The Pasco School District Board of 

Directors welcomes 2018-19 

School Board Student Representa-

tives Alpha Diaz, Isabella Lara, 

and Kassidy Naef. 

Alpha Diaz is a   

senior at Delta High 

School. Her family 

moved to the Tri-

Cities area from 

Modesto, Cailfornia 

in 2013. Alpha has 

three siblings includ-

ing an older adult 

brother and two 

younger sisters; one 

is a freshman at   

Pasco High and the 

other is a 7th grader 

at McLoughlin Mid-

dle School. 

At Delta, Diaz has been involved 

with the international club and the 

creative writing club, and she’s 

been a very active member of    

Delta’s Key Club. Alpha plans to 

take a year off after graduation to 

save up money for college. She cur-

rently works part-time at the 

Yoke’s Fresh Market on Road 68. 

“I really want to be able to pay my 

own way for college,” Alpha says. 

She plans to study forensic patholo-

gy and is interested in the programs 

at Boise State, University of Idaho, 

and Central Washington University. 

Isabella Lara is a senior at Pasco 

High School. She is a life-long  

Pasco kid and attended McGee Ele-

mentary and McLoughlin Middle 

School. She has a younger sister 

who will be a freshman at Pasco 

High this year, and a younger 

brother who will be an 8th grader  

at McLoughlin. 

Lara is a member of the Pasco High 

cheer squad and has played on the 

Bulldogs’ softball team as well.  

She is also president of the Key 

Club at PHS. 

Isabella applied to be a student 

board representative after Pasco 

High Assistant Principal Chip 

Elfering told her that several of her 

teachers had recommended her.   

“It will be cool to represent my fel-

low Pasco High students because 

it’s important that the students’ 

voices be heard,” Lara says. 

Isabella says her goal is to become 

a pediatrician or a nurse practition-

er. She’s hoping to attend either 

Gonzaga, Washington State Uni-

versity, or the University of    

Washington. 

Kassidy Naef is a senior at      

Chiawana High School. She is also 

a lifelong Pasco kid who attended 

Markham Elementary and 

McLoughlin Middle School.     

Kassidy has four sib-

lings, including two 

older brothers who 

graduated from  

Chiawana, along 

with a younger sister 

who will be a    

freshman at CHS and 

a younger brother 

who will be a 4th 

grader at Markham. 

Kassidy’s older 

brother Evan served 

as a student board 

representative in 

2016-17 and encour-

aged her to apply for the position. 

“We talked about it quite a bit,” 

Naef says. “I want to be able to 

give student input and make sure 

the board is able to see things from 

the students’ perspective.” 

Kassidy is a member of the Nation-

al Honor Society and also plays on 

Chiawana’s tennis team. She’s hop-

ing to be a valedictorian and says 

she’ll be working hard this year to 

maintain her GPA. Kassidy aspires 

to attend Brigham Young Universi-

ty and she’s interested in studying 

occupational therapy. 

Diaz, Lara and Naef were sworn in 

at the Board of Directors meeting 

on July 24. They were selected 

from a pool of 16 outstanding can-

didates. 

New Student Board Representatives Alpha Diaz (left), Kassidy Naef 

(center) and Isabella Lara (right) were sworn in July 24. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

PSD Teachers Receive Grants from Washington FFA Foundation 

Two Pasco School District 

agricultural science teachers 

were selected to receive 

thousands of dollars in grant 

money from the state legis-

lature to help advance agri-

cultural science education. 

Renee Johnson at Chia-

wana High School received 

$26,500 to acquire equip-

ment and technology to en-

hance her ag science classes, 

while Carol Travis at New 

Horizons High School re-

ceived $20,000. 

Both teachers are certified to 

teach courses in the Curriculum for Agriculture Sci-

ence Education (CASE) program. CASE is an inter-

disciplinary curriculum with a strong focus on science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics. Earlier this 

year, the Washington State Legislature prioritized 

$1.75 million for local school districts to acquire 

CASE curriculum equipment and technology as an 

ongoing effort to advance agriculture education course 

offerings. The grants were awarded through the Wash-

ington FFA Foundation. 

Travis teaches Introduction to Agriculture, Foods and 

Natural Resources and Principals of Agricultural Sci-

ence-Plant courses at New Horizons High School, 

while Johnson teaches Plant Science, Animal Science, 

Animal and Plant Biotechnology, and Introduction to 

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources classes at 

Chiawana High School. Johnson plans to use the grant 

funds to purchase new equipment and technology like 

electrophoresis equipment, Vernier Lab Quests and an 

autoclave, to enhance the CASE courses at Chiawana. 

School Board Says Farewell to Student Representatives 

The Pasco School District Board of Directors honored the 2017-18 Student Representatives at their meeting 

on June 26. 

The District presented gifts to Pasco High 

School senior Vanesa Quiroz and Delta 

High School senior Izabel Stohel.        

Chiawana High School junior Christana 

Craig was also honored, but was not able to 

attend because her family was on vacation. 

A big “thank you” to these outstanding   

students who dedicated their time and ener-

gy to serving the district and its students 

this school year. 

Chiawana High School teacher Renee Johnson (2nd from left) and New Horizons High 

School teacher Carol Travis (4th from right) received their grants during the annual 

Washington Association of Agriculture Educators summer conference last month. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

Three Honored by Washington STEM Education Foundation 

Three people who have played a 

big role in enhancing STEM educa-

tion in the Mid-Columbia were pre-

sented with STEM Impact Awards 

by the Washington State STEM 

Education Foundation earlier this 

month. 

Former Delta High School princi-

pal Jenny Rodriquez was recog-

nized by the STEM Education 

Foundation for the work she has 

done at Delta over the last five 

years. Rodriquez recently accepted 

a new administrative position with 

the district as the Executive Direc-

tor of Teaching & Learning for 

Pasco’s middle and high schools.  

The Foundation also recognized 

Dave Legard, a Pasco High gradu-

ate who now runs TerraGraphics, a 

small business that provides a wide 

range of technical support for con-

tractors at the Hanford site. Legard 

and TerraGraphics have partnered 

with the STEM Foundation to pro-

vide internships and college schol-

arships for local students. 

The Foundation also presented Tri-

Tech Skills Center Director Paul 

Randall with a STEM Impact 

award. The Foundation wanted to 

recognize Randall’s exceptional 

efforts to prepare our region’s stu-

dents for great STEM careers, par-

ticularly the innovative work    

Randall is doing with drones as part 

of the Advanced Manufacturing 

program. 

Congratulations to all three of this 

year’s STEM Impact Award     

winners. 

Transportation Department Commended for Outstanding Bus Inspections 

Congratulations to PSD's Transportation Department! The District's school bus fleet recently passed the 

Washington State Patrol's annual inspection with outstanding results. 

"Your school district has again complet-

ed the inspection of school buses with 

exceptional results. For the last two 

years, the results in your district have 

been outstanding," says Chris Reykdal, 

State Superintendent of Public Instruc-

tion. "We look forward to your continu-

ing support of student transportation 

safety." 

#PROUDofPASCO 

Jenny Rodriquez 

Dave Legard (on right) 

Paul Randall 
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Bright Futures Ahead for Class of 2018 Summer Graduates 
Congratulations to the Class 

of 2018 summer graduates! 

Chiawana High School and 

Pasco High School held their 

summer graduation ceremo-

nies on July 6.  

A total of 22 Chiawana sen-

iors received their diplomas 

this summer, while seven  

Pasco High students earned their diplomas during the summer session. 

Summer graduate Maria Prisko was the honored speaker at Chiawana’s 

summer graduation, while summer graduate Gaudencio Felipe Maya 

delivered the student address at Pasco High’s summer graduation cere-

mony.  

Congratulations to all of our Class of 2018 graduates!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank all of our PEAK! partners for supporting Pasco students during the 2017-18 school year. 

 We are very thankful for your partnerships and we look forward to working with you again in the coming school year. 
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Delta HS Students Compete at National History Day 

Delta High School juniors Andrew Velez and Darlene Sarte (left to 

right in photo) presented their historical research project on the intern-

ment of Japanese Americans during World War II at the National Histo-

ry Day competition held at the University of Maryland in College Park, 

Maryland on June 12.  

Their original website, which was created after researching primary his-

torical documents, advanced to the national competition after receiving 

a 2nd place award at the Washington State Competition in April. Sarte 

and Velez were awarded with the Washington State Affiliate Award at 

the National Competition in recognition of their outstanding work. 

Sarte also applied for and received a college scholarship to Chaminade 

University in Hawaii through the National History Day program. She 

was awarded 50% tuition for four years should she choose to attend.  

In addition to the history contest, students toured monuments, memori-

als, and Smithsonian Museums in the DC area as part of the program. 

Trip highlights also included a personal meeting with Senator Maria Cantwell at her office in DC, as well as a 

tour of the United States Capitol led by Senator Cantwell’s staff. Delta High School social studies teachers  

David Blacketer and Adrian Paulakis accompanied the students on their trip. 

More than a half-million students around the world entered the contest at the local level, with the top entries 

advancing to state contests. Delta High School has participated in the National History Day program for the 

past nine years.  

Bus Drivers Needed! 

The Pasco School District is hiring bus drivers to work 20-35 hours per week. The District will train qualified 

candidates. Requirements include: 

• High school diploma or GED 

• Valid WA driver’s license and five 

years driving experience 

• Clean driving record 

• Able to pass exhaustive back-

ground check 

• Must be able to work flexible 

hours  

• Must enjoy working with students 

of all ages 

• Physically and mentally able to perform daily routines and inspections 

Our students need a ride to school, so if you know someone who might be interested please share this infor-

mation with them! 



 

 

Board Notes 6-26-18 
 
Special Recognition 

• Shane Edinger recognized this year’s student board representatives Christana Craig, Vanesa Quiroz and Izabel Stohel.  
 
Action Items 

• The board approved naming the District’s early learning center as the Pasco Early Learning Center.    
 
Reports/Discussion 

• Michelle Whitney provided the board an update on the 2018 graduating class, which included 443 graduates at Chiawana High 
School, 29 PSD graduates at Delta High School, 42 graduates at New Horizons High School, and 402 graduates at Pasco High 
School. 

• Susana Reyes provided more information to the board about the potential parking lot designs and athletic field locations at the 
Middle School #4/Elementary #17 site on Burns Road. 

• Carla Lobos updated the board on the district’s plans to update the bilingual program to reflect the state and nation’s transition 
to a dual language model.  

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Resolution No. 955: District authorized agent for Elementary #16; Approval of Resolu-
tion No. 956: Intent to Construct Elementary #16; Approval of Schematic Design for Elementary #17; Approval of overnight stu-
dent travel for: Pasco High School yearbook club to Yearbook Camp at Eastern Washington University in Cheney, WA; Chiawana 
High School cheer team to the UCA Varsity Resort camp in Centralia, WA; Chiawana High School girls soccer team to the Eastern 
Washington University Eagle team camp in Cheney, WA; Chiawana High School wrestling team to the Center Circle wrestling 
team camp in Oak Harbor, WA; Approval of out of state overnight student travel for Chiawana High School girls volleyball team to 
University of Idaho team camp in Moscow, ID; Approval of the Career & Technical Education program three-year plans and the 
Carl Perkins Grant application and assurances statements for the 2018-19 school year.  
 

Board Notes 7-24-18 
 
Special Recognition 

• Michelle Whitney administered the oath of office for new student board representatives Alpha Diaz, Isabella Lara and Kassidy 
Naef.  

 
Action Items 

• The board approved Resolution No. 957: Acceptance of bid and award of contract for construction to Elementary #16 to Fowler 
Construction.    

 
Reports/Discussion 

• Susana Reyes updated the board on the site planning for Elementary #16. 
 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Lease for office space at 2120 Henry Street; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for 
New Horizons High School Future Farmers of America (FFA) students to the 2018 Washington Agricultural Experience Program in 
Bellingham, WA; Approval of out of endorsement teaching assignments. 
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the 
schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/
psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco Schools. 
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December and July). 

Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24. 

Upcoming Events: Aug. 14: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Aug. 28: First Day of School 

Aug. 28: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Sept. 3: Labor Day - NO SCHOOL  

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age, 

religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog 

guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions 

and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer 

Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lew-

is St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, kdocken@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.  

mailto:sthornton@psd1.org
mailto:kdocken@psd1.org
http://www.psd1.org

